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TEACHING OF SHARIA IN THE UNIVERSITY OF MAIDUGURI:-  
A HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

 
Introduction 
Historically, Islamic Law had in fact being in application throughout Northern Nigeria under 
“Native Law and Custom”. In recent times the situation has not changed much. Islamic Law 
is regarded as unwritten Law under the 1999 Constitution. With the high demand for Sharia 
in the Northern Nigeria (Yahaya, 2001) the teaching of Sharia is a prerequisite for the 
challenges ahead.  
 
The importance of Sharia in the Nigerian legal system cannot be underestimated. Area 
Courts, known before as native courts have been established to operate in the northern part of 
the country, the inhabitants of which are about ninety (90) percent Muslims. The relevant law 
to be applied by the area courts being established to serve these people is therefore the 
Islamic Law (Sharia). This is so because Islam has been the way of life of the people in this 
zone for centuries (Bukar, 1988, P. 31).   Against this background the historical account of 
the establishment and  teaching of Sharia  in the University of Maiduguri, Borno state, is of 
paramount importance.      
 
Evolution of Teaching of Shar ia in the University of Maidugur i. 
 
The Faculty of Law started in October 1976 as a department in former Faculty of Social and 
Management Sciences and Law. In August, 1978, the Senate upgraded and approved the 
Department of Law to a Faculty of Law and appointed Prof. Niki Tobi as the First Dean of 
the new Faculty.  Prof. Niki Tobi is  currently a Justice of the Supreme Court of Nigeria.. The 
Faculty has been running as a one Department Faculty until the beginning of 1980/81 session 
when it was split into two departments - Common Law and Sharia. 
 
At the inception of the Faculty,  starting from the Department of Law, Professor Niki Tobi 
was appointed as the Acting Head of Department. During the 1983/84 academic Session, Dr. 
R.C. Changani was appointed the Acting Head of Common Law. In the Sharia Department, 
however, Mr. Ahmed Saddique  started the Department as the Acting Head of the 
Department  in 1980.With the assistance of the Faculty, he  oversaw the start-up of the  
pioneering of the Department. Such activities included the preparation of syllabus, admission 
requirements and the recruitment of staff. The Headship of the Department changed in 1981 
when Dr. T. A. Qureshi was appointed into the Department as the Acting Head of 
Department (Unimaid, Anniversary Calendar, 1975-1985).  He was assisted by other 
academic staff learned in Sharia. Notable among the pioneers staff members are  Alhaji M. I. 
Shani (Late), Mal. Y. A. Yahaya, Mal. S.M.S. Bukhari. The department graduated its first 
eight (8) students in 1984. Among the first graduates who have joined the Sharia Department 
to enhance the staffing position are Isa H. Chiroma, the present Dean of Law and Mal. Umar 
S. Abbo-Jimeta,  present Head of Sharia Department. They can also be regarded as pioneer 
staff in the Sharia Department.  With the full cooperation and support of the pioneer staff 
members, Dr. T. A. Qureshi, developed the department both academically and 
administratively from 1981-1986. The mantle of leadership of the Department, then passed 
on to Alhaji M I. Shani (now late) who continued in the office up to 1989. After the sudden 
death of Alhaji Ma’aji Isa Shani, Dr. Abubakar Mustapha (now Professor) took over the 
Headship of the Department in 1989, which he continued till his promotion to Professorship. 
Professor Abubakar Mustapha provided leadership and encouraged younger colleagues for 
higher studies and in research activities (Unimaid, Twentieth Anniversary Brochure, 1975-
1995).   
 



 3

Mission of the Shar ia Depar tment 
The Department of Common Law deals with courses in Public and Private laws while the 
Department of Sharia concentrates on Islamic Jurisprudence, Sucession and Family law. It 
offers a LL.B course, with specialization in Sharia.  The department also offers a Diploma 
the Sharia which was  approved by the Senate (Prospectus, 1982-85). The first graduates of 
the Faculty of Law qualified in October 1980. 
 
Table 1:- L ist of Students-Shar ia Depar tment 

 LL 
B Shar ia 

Number  of Students 
Diploma Program 

Year  Male Female Total Male Female Total 
1980 08 - 08 - - - 
1981 23 05 28 - - - 
1982 53 03 56 15 08 23 
1983 102 16 118 32 17 49 
1984 113 16 129 43 17 60 

Total 299 30 339 80 32 132 

Source:- Unimaid, Ten Year  Anniversary Calendar  (1975-1985). 
 
Shar ia Depar tment Through The Years 
Student enrolment is one of the yardstick used in assessing the progressive nature of the 
development of the Sharia Department through the years. Table 1 above shows the list of 
LLB & Sharia degree and Diploma students of the department. With only eight (8) male 
students enrolment in 1980, for degree programme, the admission list rose to one hundred 
and twenty nine (129) students by 1984. The Diploma programme in Sharia enrolled only 
twenty three (23) students 15 male and 8 female students)  in 1982, this figure rose to 60 
students (43) males and (17) female students by 1984. 
 
Table 2:- Ordinary Diploma Awards-Shar ia Depar tment (1985-1987) 

Year  Number  of Students 
1985 10 
1986 22 
1987 33 

Total 65 

Source:- Digest of Statistics 
 
Table 2 shows the number of ordinary Diplomas awarded in the Sharia Department from 
1985  to 1987. From the table, we can see that the number of students have been on the 
increase.     
 
Table 3:- L ist of Students:- Shar ia Depar tment. 

Academic Sessions Male Female Total 

2000/2001 435 127 562 
2002/2003 514 166 680 
2003/2004 554 169 723 

Total 1503 462 1965 

Source:- Shar ia Depar tment. 
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Table 2 above shows student enrolment by sex for the recent three  academic sessions 
(2000/2001, 2002/2003, and 2003/2004).  As is evident both male and female student 
enrolment has steadily increased over the  years. This is an indication of the fact that Sharia 
studies is becoming popular in Borno as an Islamic state. Number of female students is also 
on the increase. 
 

 
Figure 1. A Pie chart showing the distribution of male and female students in the Sharia 
Department for the last  three (3) academic sessions.  
 
Other  Features of the Depar tment 
The Department publishes a Journal in the name and style of “Al-Sharia” . The articles in the 
Journal are contributed to by Department and Faculty members and Academics from other 
Universities. The Journal has achieved a good reputation in the Sharia circles in Nigeria.  It is 
a  local effort by the Sharia Students Association in propagating Sharia. It aims to educate, 
enlighten and create awareness in the minds of readers on Islamic Jurisprudence. The Journal 
is a searchlight on the application of Sharia in the twentieth century. It is intended as a 
stocktaking of juristic thinking on the  extension of the application of Sharia to new situation. 
It is an in-depth diagnosis of the nature and scope of the debate on the relevance and 
appropriateness of the application of the provisions of the Sharia in the modern world.  
 
Institutional linkages 
According to the Hallmark of Excellence (1975-2001), a recent publication of the University 
of Maiduguri documenting University activities from 1975 to 2001, there are no institutional 
linkages between the  Sharia Department and any other institution either within or outside the 
country.  
 
The University L ibrary System 
The University library was established as one of the basic infrastructure established along 
with the University of Maiduguri in 1975 to enhance the objectives of its parent institution. 
Ramat Library is the main library of the University. The other  branch  libraries are, The 
Harold Scarborough Medical Library situated at the University of Maiduguri Teaching 
Hospital (UMTH),  Agro-Vet Library (Faculty of Agriculture),  Arabic and Islamic Studies 
Library (Arabic and Islamic Studies Department),   Aminu Kano Law Library (Faculty of 
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Law), and the Primary School Library, ((Primary School). The other three Research Libraries  
are the CAZS Library (Centre for Arid Zone Studies) and the Trans Saharan Library (Centre 
for Trans Saharan Studies) and Prof. Emeritus C.M.B. Brann Library of Language and 
Education in Society. 
 
The Aminu Kano Law L ibrary  
The Aminu Kano Law Library which houses the undergraduate projects in Sharia is located 
in the Hamidu Alkali Court in the new academic area. It was established in 1983 and opened 
to users on January 12th, 1984 under the leadership of Mr. David Bentil- an expatriate 
librarian (Agaja, 2004).  The Aminu Kano Law Library contain materials  on law and is  used 
by law students. However, students from other Faculties make reference to the library. 
 
While Ramat library houses postgraduate publications in Sharia from Sharia and other 
departments, and more particularly from  the faculty of Social and Management Sciences. 
The Arabic and Islamic Studies library also contains undergraduate projects  on issues 
relating to Sharia. 
 
L ibrary Rules and Regulations 

A. Opening Hours 
The Library’s opening hours vary to the following schedules: 

(i) Semester Period  
Monday-Saturday     8 a.m.-10 p.m. 
Sunday                      5 p.m.-10 p.m. 
Public Holidays-closed 

(ii) Vacations 
Monday-Friday         8 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Sunday and Public Holidays: Closed. 
 

B. Membership 
                  (i) The use of the Library is normally permitted to registered users only.            
                       Registration as a Library user is open to all persons in the following 
                       Categories:- 
                         (a). Full and part-time members of the University teaching and        
.                               research staff, senior members of Administration and Library 
                                members; 

(b) Registered research students of the University: 
(c) Members of University Council: 
(d) Registered full and part-time undergraduate students of the 

University; 
(e) Graduates of the University; 
(f) University employees. 

                (ii)   Non-members of the University may be permitted to use the Library  
                        for reference purpose, photocopying etc. 

(iii) Materials in the special collection Unit (e.g. Borncsns, Nigeriana,  
       Official documents and irreplaceable works) may be  borrowed 
        Only with the permission of the University Librarian. 
 

C. Borrowing 
(i) No book may be borrowed from the Library without the issue being  

recorded in the manner prescribed by the University Librarian. The Janitor 
in charge of the exit is authorized to examine books being taken out of the 
Library and readers must present such items for inspection. 

(ii)        The University Librarian may restrict or prohibit the borrowing of   
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                              any book or periodical. 
(ii) Returned books may by renewed by the Library users provided such books 

are not required by other Library users. 
(iii) The University Librarian may recall a book issued to any Library  

User if the book in question is in demand by other Library users. In such 
cases, books must be returned within three days of recall. 

                  (iv)       Library users are at all times responsible for  any book which has  
                               been issued in their name and this responsibility ends only when 
                               the book has been returned to the Library and the issued record 
                               has been cancelled. 
                  (v)        There may be no lending transactions after 9:30 p.m. from  
                               Monday to Saturday when the University is in session or after 3:p.m 
                               p.m. when the University is on vacation.   
 
Conclusion 
Legal education in this country has been recognized in recent years as vital not only to the 
practice of the law but to many other careers in the society. Progress in the training of 
students of Sharia has been steady and quite encouraging especially when looking at the 
quality  of  final year projects and the growing enrolment figures of students in the   Sharia 
Department of the University. It is hoped that  with time, the Sharia Department of the 
University of Maiduguri  will satisfy the catchments areas quest for legal personnel 
especially with the current trend of the introduction of the Sharia legal system in some of the 
states of the catchments area and indeed most parts of northern Nigeria.      
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DEPARTMENT OF SHARIA,  
FACULTY OF LAW UNIVERSITY OF MAIDUGURI, BORNO STATE 

 
LIST OF UNDERGRADUATE PROJECTS FROM 1982- 2003 

 
1982 

 
Adamu, Ahmed Ali (1982) Void and Void able Marriage. The Marriage Act, Customary and 
Islamic Laws in Nigeria. 
 
Sani, M. Tukur. (1982) The Concept of Divorce in Islamic Law With Reference to Maliki 
School of Jurisprudence. 

1984 
 
Ali, Yunusa (1984). The Quran and Sunnah as the Primary Sources of Sharia (Islamic Law). 
 
Buratai, Isa A, (1984) Fundamental Human Rights Under the Suspended 1979 Nigerian 
Constitution and Sharia. 
 
Wakil Gana Alkali (1984) Comparative Study of the Northern Nigeria Penal Code With the 
Sharia Penal Laws Islamic Laws as Regards Offences Affecting Human Body. 
 
Ahmad, Rabi Yahaya (1985) A Study of the rights and Duties of  a Wife in Islamic Law 
With Special Reference   
 
Ahmed, Ismail Bokko (1985) Fundamental Human Rights Under Sharia and 1979 Nigerian 
Constitution: A Comparative Study. 
 
Jafiya, Mohmood Aliyu (1985) Marriage Under Islamic Sharia Law. 
 
Iliyasu, Dahiru (1985) A Study Courts System and Procedure and Sharia Courts Compared. 
 
Jumbe, Ladan Adamu (1985) Corroboration Law of  Evidence in Common Law and Sharia. 
 
Kida, Fatima Musa (1985) Legal Capacity Under Islamic Law and English Common Law. 
 
Sani, Hadizatu Dije (1985) Means of Proof in Sharia and Other Brief Account in Sharia 
Common Law. 
 
Usman, Aliyu Raji (1985) Comparative Study on Concept of Divorce Under Islamic Law and 
Bride Price Under Some Customary Laws in Gongola State. 
 
Ijabani, M. Bala (1985) Common Law and Sharia Sources (A Comparative Study). 
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1986 

 
Ibrahim, Bello Ahmed (1986) Dissolution of Marriage Under Islamic and Kilba Customary 
Law. 
 
Ali, Atuman (1986)Selected Judgments of the Borno State Upper Area Court, the High Court 
and the Sharia Court of Appeal on Muslim Divorce. 
 
Baba, Ahmed Maigari. (1986) The Legal Concept of Gift in Sharia and Under the Common 
Law: A Comparative Study. 
 
Jafiya, Mahmood Aliyu (1986) Marriage Under Islamic Sharia Law. 
 
Bayola, Abubakar M. (1986) Defenses to Criminal Offences Under the English Common 
Law and Islamic Law. 
 
Ciroma Mohammed (1986) Modes of Evidence: A Comparison of Common Law and Sharia. 
 
Gambo, Yaro (1986): Islamic Criminal Law: Perspective and Relevance. 
 
Garbati, A.M. Abubakar (1986) The Concept of Law Under Sharia and Common Law: A 
Comparative Analysis. 
 
Yahya, Hamza Gashua (1986) Divorce Under Sharia with Special Reference to Some 
Selected Customs in Borno State. 
 
Idris, Alhaji Haruna (1986) Judgments of the Sharia Court of Appeal Bauchi State on 
Muslim Law of Personal Status.   
 
Hayatu, Chiroma Isa (1986) Punishment for Sexual Offences Under Sharia and the Nigerian 
Criminal Law. 
 
Nurudeen, Ahmed Imam (1986) Contract Under Common Law vis-viz Islamic Law. 
  
Sheik, Hamisu Alhaji Ismaila (1986) The Position of Sharia Under the Nigerian Legal 
System. 
 
Kachalla, Ahmed (1986) WAQF (Pious Endowment) It’s a Religious Obligation in Islam. 
 
Lamba, Abubakar Maluri (1986) Sharia in the Contemporary Nigerian Society: (Perspectives 
and Prospects).  
 
  
Mohammed, Bello Siddiki (1986) State and Constitution in Islam. 
 
Muri, Umar Musa (1986) Charitable Trust Vis-à-vis WAQF (A Contemporary Study). 
 
Njidda,  Inuwa (1986)  Land Use Act: A Comparative Study with Sharia. 
 
Olanrewuyu, Bamidele  Abduul- Wahab(1986) Criminal Responsibility of Murder (A  
Contemporary Study Under Sharia and the Nigerian Criminal Law). 
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Sambo, Abubakar Mohammed (1986) The Concept of Hearsay Evidence Under Common 
Law and Sharia (A Comparative Analysis). 
 
Suleiman, Abubakar Sadiq (1986) Guardianship[ Under the Sharia and Common Law (A 
Comparative Analysis With Reference to Nigerian Law 
 

 
1988 

 
 
Abubakar, Baba Mohammed (1988) The Concept of Ownership of Land and Title to Land 
Under Sharia and Land use Act, 1978: A Comparative Analysis. 
 
Abdulkadir, B, Mall (1988) An Outline of Islamic Law of Sucession. 
 
Abiodun, R. Adeniyi (1988) A Comparative Analysis of Islamic and Common Law 
Constitution. 
 
Borno, Ahmed Mai (1988) The Impact of Colonialism on the Development of Sharia in 
Fombina (Adamawa) Emirate. 
 
Bello, Ahmed Umar (1988) Hostile Relations in Islamic International Law. 
 
Sa’ad Babajo Idris (1988) Sharia and Tolerance to Non-Muslims in a Multi-religious State: 
(A Case Study of Northern Nigeria). 
 
Magaji, Bamanga Tijjani (1988) The British Administration and its Impact on the 
Application of Substantive Sharia: A Case Study of Northern Nigeria. 
 
Buba, B. Maina (1988) A Comparative and Critical Study of the Concept of Islamic System 
in  the Context of Modern Relations. 
 
Adaniregon, Rahina Abiodun (1988) A Comparative Analysis of Islamic Law and Common 
Law Constitution. 
 
Hauwa, Fatima Usman (1988) Sharia and the Attainment of Civil and Criminal Justice in 
Nigeria. 
 
Hammanjoda, M.T. (1988) A Comparative Analysis of the Offence of Theft Under Sharia 
and the Common Law. 
 
Isiyaku, Hussaini A. (1988) Fundamental Human Rights and the Rights of Non-Muslims 
Under the Banner of Islamic Law. 
 
Ibrahim, Hamidu Alkali (1988) Comparative and a Critical Analysis of the Relationship 
Between Parents and Children Under Sharia and Common Law. 
 
Mai, Bukar Mohammed (1988) Sharia in Nigeria Revisited. 
 
Nurudeen, Mustapha Mohammed (1988) The Primary Source of Islamic Law (Sharia), Their 
Authenticity and Applications. 
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Mustapha, Zanna Bukar (1988) Position of Sharia in the Pre-Colonial Era and Its 
Contemporary. 
 
Nasiru, Isa (1988) Impediments to Inheritance Under Islamic Law and Common Law. 
 
Sawsan, Mohammed Ali Suleiman (1988) Comparative Study of Islamic Law of Marriage 
Among the Kanuri’s in Borno and Customary Law of Marriage With Special Reference to 
Gwoza. 
 
Sheriff Ali M. Fatori (1988) Disposal of Property Under Islamic Law. 
 
Gwari, W. Shuaibu (1988) Distribution of a Deceased Person’s Estate, Sharia and the 
Practice Among Kanuri, Babur and Bura Tribes of Borno State. 
 
Yahaya, Haruna Ibrahim (1988) The Concept of the English Wills Act and Wassiyya (Will) 
Under the Sharia. 
 
Yusufu, Ibrahim Adebayo (1988) Comparative Analysis of the Rule of Law Under the Sharia 
and Common Law. 
 
Zanna, Bukar Mustapha (1988) Position of Sharia in the Pre-Colonial Era and Its 
Contemporary Position Under the Legal System. 

 
1989 

 
Albaushawi, S.H. Abdulqadir (1989) The Concept of Delegation and Option of Poverty to 
the Dissolution of Marriage Under the Sharia. 
 
Alkali, B. Moukhtar (1989) Concept of Waqaf in Sharia and Trust in Common Law: A 
Comparative Analysis. 
 
Ardo, B.K. Fadimatu (1989) The Offence of Zina Under the Nigerian Criminal Law and 
Sharia. 
 
Aruwa, A. Abdulkarim (1989) Sharia and Its Application:  Benue State as a Case Study. 
 
Bakari, M. Mohammed (1989) The Universal Legal System. 
 
Bashir, A. Yusufu (1989) The Impact of Colonialism on the Application of Sharia in 
Northern Nigeria: A Critical Appraisal.  
 
Bashir, I.  Maira (1989) Islamic Constitution. 
 
Belel, Ahmed Ismail (1989) Gharar (Uncertainty, Risk and Speculation) Under Islamic and 
Common Law.  
 
Garba, D. Ahmadu (1989) Constitutional Law Under Sharia and Common Law: Comparative 
Analysis. 
 
Gbale, M. Suleiman (1989) The Concept of Riba (Usury)Interest Under Islamic Law. 
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Geidam, S. Tijjani (1989) Islamic Law of Inheritance. 
 
Idris, A. Abdulrahman (1989) Holy Quran The First Primary Source of Islamic Law. 
 
Iya, D. Zainab (1989) The  Acceptability of Al-Ijma and Al-Qiyas Under Islamic Law. 
 
Jalomi, A. Mallam (1989) The Sharia and Non-Muslims in Nigeria: Its Implications for 
National Unity. 
 
Kaita, A. Aisha (1989) A Comparative Analysis of the Islamic Concept of Polygamy to that 
of the Bura Custom. 
 
Kumalia, U. Mohammed (1989) Comparative Analysis of the Offence of Adultery Under 
Sharia and Common Law. 
 
Lamorde,  A. Fati (1989) The Status of Women and Marriage Under Sharia. 
 
Lawal, B. Fatal (1989) Land Ownership:- A Comparative Analysis Under Sharia and 
Common Law. 
 
Liman, B. Abba (1989) A Comparative Analysis of the Concept of Adultery under the Sharia 
and the Nigerian Codes. 
 
Mamman, ESQ Dalhatu (1989) The British Administration and Its Effects on the 
Implementation of Sharia in Northern Nigeria. 
 
Mari, Haruna (1989) A Comparative Analysis on Wage and Charitable Trust Under Sharia 
and Common Law. 
 
Mohammed, R. Ahmed (1989) Custody of Children Under the Sharia (Hadana). 
 
Ndayako, Mohammed (1989) Marriage Guardianship and Poor of Igbar Under Islamic Law. 
 
Santuraki, U. Maryam (1989) Sexual Offences Under Sharia and Common Law. 
 
Sanusi, M. Dauda (1989) Comparative Analysis of Marriages Under Marghi Customary Law 
and Islamic Law. 
 
Shamaki, A. Usman (1989) Separation of Powers Under Sharia and the Common Law:- A 
Comparative Analysis.  
 
Tahir, A. Usman (1989) Historical Evolution of Sharia Courts in Nigeria:- A Case Study of 
the Defunct North East Region. 
 
Uba, M.A. Suleiman (1989) The Dual Jurisdiction of the Area Courts and the Fate of Sharia 
in the Nigerian Legal System, the Need for  Reform. 
 
Umar, Y. Ahmed (1989) Ijma as a Source of Sharia. 
Umara, Mohammed S. (1989) Rules of Procedure in Civil Action Under Sharia and the 
Common Law:- A Comparative Analysis.  
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1990 
 
 
Abubakar, Abdul-Azeez  (1990) Civil Proceedings and Testimony of Witness Under Sharia 
and Common Law (A Case Study). 
 
Abubakar, Alhaji Lawan (1990) Comparative Analysis of Punishment Under Sharia and 
Common Law: A Case Study in Northern Nigeria . 
 
Ashigar, Abubakar (1990) The Influence of Islamic Law on Shuwa Customary Law of 
Marriage in Borno State. 
 
Ahmed, Laido Adamu (1990) The Criminal Offence of Robbery, Its Commission and 
Penalty: A Comparative Analysis Under Sharia and Common Law. 
 
Ahmed Suleiman (1990) The Influence of Sharia on Fulani Customary Law Marriage in 
Yola. 
  
Laminu, Bukar (1990) A  Comparative and Comprehensive Analysis of the Offence of 
Deformation and Homicide Under the Sharia and Common Law. 
 
Baba Gana, Bulama (1990) Islamic Internationa Law and the Racial Problem. 
 
Sirajo, Umar Danyaro (1990) A Comparative Analysis on the Criminal Liability of Insane 
Person Under the Common Law and Sharia. 
 
Mohammed, Kura Goni (1990) Revocation of Land Under Sharia and Land Use (Act) Decree 
1978. 
 
Shittu, Alhaji Goni (1990) Evidences of Spouses Under Sharia and Common Law. 
 
Ibrahim, Hamet Alkali (1990) The Position of Orphans Under the Sharia. 
 
Ismaila,  Mariya (1990) Maintenance Right Under Islamic Family Law.   
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